
Best Management Practices for the Disposal of Silver Containing Wastes in Ontario
Dental practices discharging to a private septic system should consult local municipality for guidance on this class of dental waste.

Mixed 
developer 
fixer solution

Collect in 
container & label: 
“X-Ray Fixer”

Desilver 
using a 
silver 
recovery 
unit

Desilvered fixer 
solution1

Developer1 
(if < 25 L 
per month)

 

yes 

Silver collection 
cartridge

Collect in 
container & label: 
“X-Ray Film”

or

Collect in 
container & label: 
“Mixed X-Ray 
Developer Fixer”

  

Fixer 
Solution

Undeveloped 
Film

no Developer 
& Fixer 
mixed?

X-Ray 
Developer & 
Fixer

 

Silver 
Containing 
Wastes

Safe for 
disposal to 

sewer

Release to 
approved 

waste carrier 
for disposal 

and/or 
recycling

1.  Developer solution is basic and desilvered fixer solution is acidic.  Some municipalities may require mixing of these two solutions prior to discharge for neutralization of pH.
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